ISLAM.

able brutalities which his followers inflicted upon
conquered nations in the taking of slaves. The
Muslim soldier was allowed to do as he pleased
with any "infidel" woman he might meet on his
victorious inarch. When one thinks of the thou-
sands of women, mothers and daughters, who must,
have suffered untold shame and dishonour by this
license, he cannot find words to express his horror.
And this cruel indulgence has left its mark on the
Muslim character, nay, on the whole character of
Eastern life. Now, as at the first, young girls are
dragged away from their homes and given over to
the unhallowed lusts of a Turkish voluptuary; and
not only to Turks, but to Englishmen; for the con-
tagion has spread, and Englishmen, even those who
by their sacred order should know better, instead of
uttering their protest, as men of honour and Christians,
against the degradation, have followed the example
of the Turk, and helped in. the ruin of women.
Concubinage is the black stain in Islam. With
Mohammad's views of women, we could hardly expect
him to do better; but, on the other hand, he could
scarcely have clone worse. There are, however, one
or two alleviating circumstances. One is the fact that
the canker has not eaten into the whole of Eastern
society ; it is chiefly among the rich that the evil
effects of the system are felfc. And another fact which
shows that the Mohammadan system, bad as it is, is
free from a defect which social systems better in
other respects than Mohammad's are subject to is the
extreme jrarity of prostitution in Muslim towns. The